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The Savannah Tree Foundation mission is to preserve, protect and plant canopy trees in Chatham County, Georgia.
Through direct action and education Savannah Tree Foundation promotes an awareness of trees as vital environmental
resources and an important part of our cultural heritage.

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the Savannah Tree Foundation Annual Report for 2013—our 30th anniversary year. It was
a year not only for celebrating three decades of mulching, pruning, planting and preserving trees across the community, but also
for preparing the ground for future growth. With dedication, passion and a robust commitment of their time, our board members
and consultants have formulated a strategic plan for that growth which will be phased in during 2014. The new strategic
plan and other accomplishments of 2013 reflect the constantly renewing vigor with which our experienced board, innovative
newcomers and generous benefactors pursue STF’s mission. Because of you, we grew in every way last year: capacity,
advocacy, fundraising and public awareness.
Looking forward to the next 30 years, I would like to share a few thoughts on this organization’s mission. It has always been and
will always remain the Savannah Tree Foundation mission to plant, preserve and protect the canopy trees of this community. We
pursue these activities—planting, preserving, protecting, educating, advocating—because we know, and science backs us, that
trees protect natural and human habitats, elevate communities and individuals and they feed the human sense of wonder at the
world and our small place in it. The overwhelming gifts of money and manpower which you, our wonderful supporters, bring to
STF operations do not simply go towards a live oak in Magnolia Park or a bald cypress at Tybee Campground. The recognitions in
this report acknowledge more than trees; trees are simply the measurable, comprehensive symbol of how your support nourishes
our community.
									
- Karen Jenkins, Executive Director

2013 Planting
STF increased the total number of trees planted over the prior year. Trees
were planted at the Marshes of Skidaway Island, Bazemore Park in Garden
City, Southbridge, Savannah Arts Academy, Thomas Square, Wilshire
Boulevard, American Legion, the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air
Force, and the West Broad Street YMCA. In addition to the 159 total trees of
various species planted by hundreds of volunteers, STF mulched, pruned,
and weeded countless others. We pulled invasive species out of Bacon Park
Forest twice and weeded the Candler Oak four times. STF also gave away
more than 70 trees to the public with each proud new parent going home
with tree-care adoption papers.

2013 Growth
FIELD OPERATIONS TRAILER
STF purchased an enclosed, second-hand tool
trailer and had it wrapped in colorful graphics
featuring STF’s name, mission and contact
information. The trailer’s larger payload can
equip 300% more volunteers at any event than
was previously possible. Because of it, STF
equipped hundreds of volunteers with rakes,
shovels, and wheelbarrows to plant 100+ trees in
just two days at the Wilshire Boulevard Riparian
Tree Planting event in November. Beyond
delivering tools to job sites, the trailer delivers
professionalism, flair and brand awareness. It
has paid for itself while acting as backdrop at
two publicity events - the Critz BMW dealership
reopening and the Whole Foods grand opening.
The trailer earns goodwill and outreach beyond
STF core support, through partnerships for their
respective community-building events.

2013 Events:
HUNTER ARMY AIRFIELD MULCH/PRUNE - APRIL
Soldiers and Girl Scouts rubbed shoulders helping STF mulch and prune live oaks around the perimeter of Squires Sports
Complex, which were among 100 trees planted by STF at Hunter in 2006.

ACORN HARVEST - OCTOBER
Volunteers joined STF to collect acorns from among the 404 live oaks of Wormsloe
Historic Site’s famous allée. The acorns will create a seedling nursery for the Wormsloe
Institute for Environmental History to provide replacement stock for future ailing trees,
some dating to 1892.

WILSHIRE PLANTING - NOVEMBER

City of Savannah Streets Maintenance Department mobilized workers and heavy machines to remove a 330 square foot slab of
asphalt on top of concrete on top of crushed stone on Wilshire Boulevard in the Wilshire Estates Neighborhood in preparation for
STF volunteers who planted 100+ trees on FEMA lots the following weekend. STF was impressed by the team approach among
volunteers which included: the AASU men’s baseball team, AASU Student Athletic Advisory Committee, Calvary Day School Jr.
High Cavaliers football team, Savannah State University Environmental Science Club, SCAD Serve, Shalom School students,
Wilshire Neighborhood Association, the Brownies and Girl Scouts and City of Savannah Alderman Tony Thomas and Chatham
County Commissioner Lori Brady.

THE CANDLER OAK ~ ALL YEAR/NOVEMBER
Hardscape elements were added at the Candler Oak as part of STF’s campaign to safeguard the Candler Oak’s wellbeing. In
2012 the Savannah Law School began renovations of the historic Candler Hospital. This past year STF successfully financed,
designed and installed a protective fence enclosing the tree easement. Handsome nameplates are displayed in perpetuity for
fence sponsors. A new historical/interpretive sign of durable composite material replaced a 10-year old, weather-worn wooden
one. Volunteers helped weed the Candler Oak easement four times over the course of the year and it is thriving under our love and
care. The tree is further nourished by Bartlett Tree Expert’s annual fertilizer treatment.

Karen Jenkins was elected to the national board of the Alliance for Community Trees for a 3-year term. ACTrees supports
citizen-based nonprofit organizations dedicated to urban and community tree planting, care, conservation and education.
Savannah Tree Foundation has been a member since 2001.
Board member Dolores Engle was named to the City of Savannah Park & Tree Commission for a 3 year term.
Karen Jenkins was recognized as one of the “Generation Next - Savannah’s Rising Stars of Business,” an initiative
by Savannah Morning News BiS department recognizing individuals below the age of 40 for making a mark in their
professions and contributing to the community.

Outreach & Advocacy:
•
•
•
•

Hosted an informational booth in Forsyth Park at the City of
Savannah Earth Day Celebration
Exhibited at Savannah Food Day Festival
Participated in the Georgia Urban Forest Council quarterly
program in Athens, GA
Exhibited at May Howard Elementary School Science Night

•
•
•

Attended the ACTrees Annual Partners Meeting in
Pittsburgh, PA
Submitted written comments to MPC CORE on: Delesseps
Avenue and Gwinnett Street improvement projects
Collaborated with MPC and community partners to begin the
Victory Drive Corridor Study

As a result of STF adding their voice to others, City Council rejected the introduction of double-decker buses to the Historic
District and acknowledged the shortcomings of the current tree ordinance, which is currently under review to be more
effective in its oversight of how development activities impact trees in Savannah.

Media:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Savannah Morning News (SMN), front page article “Critz
BMW, Group celebrate ‘Monumental Tree’” (4/17/13)
SMN, “Critz holds BMW grand opening” (4/18/13)
Associated Press, “Georgia port officials promise to protect
ancient oaks” (4/26/13)
Armstrong Atlantic State University Magazine, Spring
2013 edition “Tech in the field”
Frontline U.S. Army Journal, “Community works together to
distribute mulch to live oak trees” (5/16/13)
SMN guest column, “Don’t scrimp on our urban forest”
(9/1/13)

•
•
•

SMN editorial “Make care a priority” (9/3/13)
New Urbanism Blog post “Go plant a tree” (9/26/13)
Georgia Public Radio “Foundation pushes for study”
(10/18/13)

•
•
•
•
•

Brunswick Business Journal article “GPA Awarded for
Preserving Native Oaks” (10/31/13)
SMN “Accent”, announcement of Wilshire planting
event (11/2/13)
SMN, “GPA honored for tree preservation” (11/8/13)
Connect Savannah, “Planting the Future” (11/16/13)
American Forests Magazine, Spring 2013 Letter to Editor

Grants:
STF applied for eight grants and was awarded funding for 7 out of 8 applications. Grant writing hones the STF message and
raises its profile as an organization.

INTERNATIONAL PAPER
supports programs that help communities understand a sustainable approach balancing environmental, social and economic
needs. STF will supply trees and educational materials to greening projects in a Savannah Westside neighborhood.

DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
funded in part the design, fabrication and installation of a new interpretative sign for the Candler Oak.

MK PENTECOST ECOLOGY FUND
helped finance the purchase of the enclosed field operations tool trailer.

ROTARY CLUB OF SAVANNAH CENTURY AWARD
will add equipment to the tool trailer further enhancing capacity. To win, STF demonstrated that trees meet the Rotary 4-Way test
as follows:
TRUTH ~ A tree is a symbol of truth because its beauty is not just bark deep. While pleasing the eye, a tree is busy cooling
and scrubbing our air and mopping up storm water while feeding and sheltering creatures
FAIR ~ STF trees are planted on public land free for all to enjoy equally and fairly
GOODWILL ~ Working shoulder-to-shoulder outdoors getting your hands dirty alongside a volunteer corps of diverse
backgrounds, ages, interests and experience creates a spirit of camaraderie
BENEFICIAL ~ Planting trees with a volunteer corps guided by professional arborists introduces children, young adults and
urban dwellers to the importance of environmental stewardship, which is beneficial to those directly affected and generations
to follow

ACTREES GRANTS: AS PART OF THE CSX TREES FOR TRACKS INITIATIVE
TREE GIVEAWAY GRANT
in partnership with Historic Savannah Foundation distributed 70+ trees in observance of National NeighborWoods Month in
Thomas Square Neighborhood and at the Savannah Food Day Festival in Daffin Park.

RIPARIAN PLANTING GRANT
planted 100+ trees on vacant City of Savannah FEMA lots along Wilshire Boulevard and at the Elks Lodge 183, in what was the
largest tree event of 2013.

i-TREE ANALYSIS GRANT
will analyze the environmental contribution of the trees planted along Wilshire Boulevard using USDA Forest Service software
“i-Tree Tools.” STF will employ the resulting fact-backed data to beef up advocacy, strategy and fundraising.

Recognition by STF:
As part of the 30th Anniversary Gala Fall Frolic, STF debuted three annual awards named for its founders: Lynda Beam, Page
Hungerpiller, and Suzie Williams. The awards were presented at the October 8th Gala recognizing organizations, individuals and
agencies that have significantly contributed to the county’s urban forests. The plaques were crafted by local woodworker Steve
Cook from sections of the 149-year old magnolia cut down in September 2012 in Monterey Square (dying of natural causes).

The City of Savannah’s Park and Tree Department received the Page
Hungerpiller Award which recognizes the dedication of a government in
serving the public by protecting, maintaining and growing the urban forest
for citizens today and well into the future.

to
Courtesy of Savannah Magazine

The Landings Association received the Lynda Beam Award in
recognition of a real estate development demonstrating appreciation
for the positive impact of trees upon communities through:
sensitive landscape design, tree preservation policy, and efforts
provide relevant community resources.

Dr. Charles Fana, owner of Live Oak Office Park on Stephenson Ave,
received the Suzie Williams Award as a business owner whose landscape design and demonstrated concern for trees in our
community exemplifies the beneficial relationship between business, development and environmental conservation.
At the Critz reopening celebration, STF awarded the Critz
Auto Group with the Outstanding Corporate Citizenship
Award for the “Preservation of A Mature Canopy Tree”.
Critz went to great lengths to protect a 54” diameter live
oak on their property during a 30,000 square foot facility
expansion. Working with the Park & Tree Dept. and the
City Development Ordinance, Critz erected chain link
fencing to prevent unfortunate encounters between tree
and construction vehicle, installed lightning protection and
replaced solid concrete paving with porous pavers to allow
water and nutrient permeation. The “Critz Oak” proudly stands
along Stephenson Avenue, and is now a model of how this
community can be pro-development and pro-trees.
STF nominated the Georgia Ports Authority which then won the Georgia Urban Forest Council Business Award for having
placed two dozen historic live oaks growing at their Garden City Terminal under protective governance in perpetuity.

Our Thanks:
The MPC Sites and Monuments Commission and The Savannah Law School for their support of the Candler Oak fencing and
interpretative sign.
Reed Engle who was of irreplaceable value to the execution
of the Wilshire/FEMA planting event in coordinating among
the Elks, the neighborhood association and city workers.
Complicating the endeavor were 2 inches of rainfall the night
before, supersaturating the ground and excavated holes. Reed
Engle with grim determination, a mallet and wooden stakes
took the matter in hand and saved the day.
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Barrow III, gracious hosts of an
impromptu tour of Wormsloe’s De Renne Georgia Library
dating to 1907 and archaeological research by the University
of Georgia.
City of Savannah Alderman Tony Thomas and County
Commissioner Lori Brady for facilitating the collaboration
of numerous departments—Streets Maintenance, Water
and Sewer and Park and Tree—to make the Wilshire/FEMA
planting happen.
Whole Foods for featuring STF as one of only two local
charities to benefit from the grand opening with a donation of
$5,300.
Georgia Ports Authority for providing a 2-hour privately
guided tour of conservation initiatives at the terminals for STF
board members.
GDOT for providing a tour of the beautiful live oaks being
preserved at the King George Blvd/ Rt 204 interchange.
The Marshes of Skidaway Island and Edward Jones for collaborating with STF to plant four live oaks along that community’s
streets.
Chris Gerards for contributing his expertise as Board Certified Master Arborist to volunteers pruning and mulching
at Hunter Army Airfield.
CaRita C. Connor and the Nurse Alumni of Candler Hospital for supporting and participating in the fence
dedication ceremony at the Candler Oak.
Our many supporters who give generously to preserve, protect, and plant.

Lost from the Forest:
James Allen ~ SCAD graduate and a talented artist who shared art and a green thumb with his adopted city until his passing in
December at an early age. STF is the recipient of 60 foot-high Candler Oak seedlings from James’ estate, which he had grown
and are now being cared for in his honor.
Rodman McLeod ~ a longtime Savannah Tree Foundation member. He had a long and distinguished business career in the
lumber industry.
Malcolm Turner ~ a local history enthusiast, environmentalist, and avid gardener who developed a love for the work of STF
through volunteering with tree plantings.

Three Year Strategic Plan (2014 - 2016):
STRATEGIES

GOALS

METHODS

ADVOCACY
Position STF as a valuable
resource on public issues

• Establish partnerships with key
decision-makers in government
• Incorporate trees into government
corporate agendas

• Gain consensus from every Chatham County
municipality for tree canopy study followed by a
county-wide Urban Forestry Master Plan
• Hire consultant to perform canopy study
• Emphasize importance/benefits of trees

Develop an
Urban Forestry Plan

• Collect reliable data
• Implement county-wide Urban
Forestry Master Plan

•
•
•
•
•

Identify most critical areas
Develop public relations program and budget
Recruit influential board members and consultants
Train members on effective ways to present goals
Speak at public forums

Establish volunteer database
Expand volunteer base
Provide training and leadership opportunities
Set goals for tree plantings in line with urban
forestry plan

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
Expand tree planting
opportunities and engage
volunteers

• Establish a program to plant in
each municipality annually
• Use tree plantings as a vehicle for
education

•
•
•
•

Educate individuals,
businesses, and
corporations on the value
and need for trees

• Coordinate public programs
focused on education
• Develop annual plan to provide
educational programs to schools

• Target youth organizations for plantings & outreach
• Set up STF booth at events to distribute seedlings
and conduct demonstrations
• Find partners to advise on implementing tree
education programs to augment science-based
teaching

Promote public green
space, including
Bacon Park Forest

• Develop plan for active use,
providing forest experience for
students and the public

•
•
•
•

Finalize proposal for Bacon Park Forest plans
Present proposal to mayor and city council
Generate public interest
Facilitate development of other green space

DEVELOPMENT / MARKETING
Engage broad support and
identify additional funding
sources

• Secure $170k annually in
operating revenue by 2016, plus
allocate additional $61k for
canopy study in 2014
• Fund tree canopy study and
resulting implementation plans
• Diversify funding sources

• Recruit committee members with marketing
expertise
• Establish revenue targets for the next three years
• Prepare marketing plans with specific revenue
goals
• Develop concept of STF as an investment, not a
donation
• Define target market
• Engage every board member in participating in
achieving revenue goals

Maintain regular contact
with STF supporters

• Augment number of supporters
and levels of support and
engagement

• Implement focused marketing and social media
effort to expand public awareness and engage
supporters

Financials
2013 Income: $145,418

2013 Expenses: $122,752

Events:

$58,305

Events:

$25,736

Donors:

$50,640

Trees / Tree Planting:

$25,201

Grants:

$15,500

Candler Oak Fence:

$20,472

Tree Fund & Earned Income:

$8,869

Marketing / Development:

$19,200

Investment Income:

$7,103

Advocacy:

$16,187

Candler Oak:

$5,000

Education:

$15,956
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